
 

 
 

 

VILDSPIL – Danish folk music redesigned 

 

In 2024, Klassiske Dage and Jazz Nights marked the town of Holstebro’s 750th anniversary with 

VILDSPIL – an ambitious, specially curated, cross-genre project rooted in folk music. The aim has 

been to celebrate and dive into our own musical heritage: the folk traditions in and around 

Holstebro, formly known as Hardsyssel, embracing and exploring West Jutland’s musical legacy. 



The themes circle around the lives of ordinary people and the West Jutland spirit – our shared roots, 

told through music, words, and images. Stories of wise women healers, cattle drivers and the ”Tater 

people”, who lived out on the heaths, roamed freely and went by many names - ”Tatere”, 

wanderers, nightfolk, tricksters and such among others, which paint a picture of life in West Jutland 

from the Middle Ages to today. 

Folk fiddler Harald Haugaard carried out extensive research in local sources and created the 

arrangements for the project. Well-known songs such as “Jens Vejmand” and “Den blå Anemone” 

appear in new versions, alongside unpublished songs by Ole Kjær (1807–1841) – known as “the 

Paganini of West Jutland” – and several previously unreleased tunes deeply anchored in the 

region’s history and folk spirit. 

The driving forces behind VILDSPIL are two musicians, both born and raised in Holstebro, both 

artistic directors and founders of festivals in their home town, from where initial support for the 

project was provided: flutist Janne Thomsen (Klassiske Dage, Holstebro International Music 

Festival) and jazz drummer Anders Mogensen (Jazz Nights Festival). 

Through music, VILDSPIL tells the story of what helped shape the life that is lived in West Jutland 

today. It is a kind of storytelling that evokes emotions and understanding in ways traditional history 

books cannot. 

The name VILDSPIL comes from Anders Chr. N. Christensen’s book “Vildspil og Nodespil”, 

which explains that in earlier times, “nodespil”, was music played from sheet music, while 

“vildspil” – translates into English as WILD PLAY, in the sense of playing untamed and freely – 

entirely without notes.  

The project premiered in Holstebro during the town’s 750th jubilee in 2024, featuring Harald 

Haugaard (violin), Janne Thomsen (flute), Oskar Reuter (guitar), Thommy Andersson (bass), and 

Anders Mogensen (drums). 

VILDSPIL was subsequently recorded at Findshøj Studios in Odense for digital release. The project 

also expands into short films and teasers, highlighting the region around Holstebro – including Hjerl 

Hede, Nr. Vosborg, and the North Sea – to support the music’s storytelling. 

The liner notes and the history of Holstebro as it relates to the project VILDSPIL was created by 

Dr. Phil. Esben Graugaard (regional history) and Mag. Art. Anders Chr. N. Christensen (music 

history/folklore), in dialogue with Holstebro Museum / Hjerl Hede Open-Air Museum, under the 

now former museum director Hanne Thomsen. 

Media consultant Mads Haugkrogh lead the graphic production, with drone footage, photos and 

design by Jesper Thomsen, photographer and designer with a Master’s degree from Central St. 

Martins School of Art and Design, London. 

Film footage from heritage sites such as the Hjerl Hede heathland museum, the quiet dignity of Kaj 

Munk’s rectory, Nørre Vosborg Manor where Hans Christian Andersen took time to write, make 

paper cuts for children, and fantasize about the many ghosts of the place, intertwined with visuals 

of the majestic North Sea accompanies the music and invites you to explore the cultural tapestry of 

Western Jutland’s windswept coast and rugged landscapes.  



A central innovation in VILDSPIL is the use of a QR code that serves as the gateway to this rich 

legacy of music, film, images, and historical narratives—a modern homage to history's enduring 

resonance in sound and soul. This QR code will feature on merchandise, press materials, and digital 

platforms (under copyright). 

We look forward to presenting VILDSPIL as a cultural ambassador and a living showcase of our 

region’s history and heritage. 

 

Behind the initiative: 

 

Janne Thomsen – Flutist, Founder & Artistic Director of Klassiske 

Dage 

Janne Thomsen, flutist, has won international prizes at competitions in 

Prague, Paris, Bayreuth, Rome, Vienna, and Boston, and has established 

herself as a sought-after soloist and chamber musician. She is known for her warm, emotional tone, 

a wide palette of colors, her dynamic range, expressivity and vibrant vitality. 

Her 2024/25 projects stretch from Lapland to Australia, including the world premiere of Olli 

Mustonen’s Flute Concerto – written especially for her – with Mustonen, Prague Philharmonia, and 

the Finnish premiere with Jyväskylä Sinfonia. Tõnu Kõrvits’ Bridges of Light, also dedicated to 

Janne, will premiere in 2025 with the Wegelius Chamber Orchestra. In 2026 she records Mosaïque 

danoise with C. Zilliacus, A. Brantelid, and B. Forsberg, featuring Danish music from 1936–48. 

Newly released is Esperanza, which Janne recorded at the invitation of Osvaldo Golijov for Francis 

Ford Coppola’s film Megalopolis. 

Janne Thomsen has appeared as a soloist with orchestras including the English Chamber Orchestra, 

Czech Philharmonic, Kremerata Baltica, Lapland Chamber Orchestra, Camerata Salzburg, 

Amsterdam Sinfonietta, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Danish National Symphony Orchestra, Turku 

Philharmonic, as well as the Hong Kong and Moscow Soloists, under conductors such as Gidon 

Kremer, Olli Mustonen, Thomas Dausgaard, Christian Kluxen, and Maxim Vengerov. 

Janne is also the founder and artistic director of Klassiske Dage – Holstebro International Music 

Festival, which since 2005 has grown significantly, earning strong critical acclaim for its artistic 

excellence and innovative programming, while nurturing and embracing the musical continuum 

from children to world-class artists. 

In addition to her many projects as a performer and festival director, Janne has taught at the 

Mozarteum in Salzburg, served as guest professor at the Lucerne Conservatory, and has been 

appointed Associate of the Royal Academy of Music, London (ARAM) – an honor awarded to 

musicians who have made a special contribution to the music world. She studied in Denmark with 

T.L. Christiansen and L. Stolarczyk, later at the Royal Academy of Music in London (w. William 

Bennett) and at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de Paris (w. Maurice Bourgue 

and Alain Marion). She has received scholarships and awards from the Queen Margrethe II and 



Prince Henrik Foundation, the Augustinus Foundation, the Gade Prize, the Lions Prize, the 

D.A.N.C.E. Foundation in New York, the Czech Music Foundation Prize, and Holstebro 

Municipality’s Culture Prize. 

Janne Thomsen plays a flute crafted especially for her by the Peruvian, Boston-based flute maker 

Miguel Arista. 

Photo: Susie Knoll 

 

Anders Mogensen – Jazz drummer, Founder & Artistic Director of Jazz 

Nights 

International Danish jazz drummer Anders Mogensen is by Down Beat 

Magazine described as “The Most Subtle European Jazz Drummer.” For more 

than three decades, Mogensen has been one of the most in-demand musicians on 

both the Danish and international jazz scene. He is a permanent member of the 

Jerry Bergonzi Quartet, the Walt Weiskopf European Quartet, and The North 

featuring Norma Winstone. 

Mogensen has toured and recorded for Blue Note Records with leading jazz artists such as Bob 

Berg, David Liebman, Steve Swallow, Marc Johnson, the Brecker Brothers, Gary Thomas, Django 

Bates, Tim Hagans, Matthew Garrison, Lew Soloff, and Ray Anderson. He has received Grammy 

awards in Denmark, Norway, and Canada, and in 2025 was awarded the prestigious Ben Webster 

Prize. 

He is Professor and Head of Jazz Studies at the Carl Nielsen Academy of Music in Odense, and has 

led masterclasses and workshops across Europe, the USA, Japan, and Brazil. Most recently, he 

recorded a CD with the legendary trumpeter Randy Brecker. 
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Contact: 

Janne Thomsen        Anders Mogensen 

Mob. +49 177 76 47 442         Mob. +45 21 43 78 59 

Mob. +45 23 29 04 23        Email: andersmogensen@icloud.com 

Email: jannethomsen.flute@gmail.com  www.vildspil.dk 
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